
 

Q & A: New Early Learning Center and 

Sumner Middle School Track & Field Upgrades 

 

 

 

Why is the district opening an early learning center?  

An early learning center for preschool and kindergarten students will support the district’s commitment to 

early learning curriculum and services in an environment designed specifically for young learners. The center 

will also provide an opportunity for children and their families to connect with early learning resources early in 

their academic career, which is a critical step to improved outcomes for our children and families. 

The New Early Learning Center, specifically, will provide an adequate number of classrooms to support 

enrollment within Daffodil Valley and Maple Lawn elementary schools catchment areas.  

Is the district planning additional early learning centers? Yes. The passage of the February 2016 Capital 

Projects Bond provides funding for construction of the New Early Learning Center. Long-term bond planning 

includes an early learning center at the new elementary school in the Tehaleh area and on the Emerald Hills 

Elementary campus.  

How large is the building and how many classrooms?  

The estimated 35,000-square-foot facility will provide four preschool and 12 kindergarten classrooms. The 

building will accommodate approximately 250 students and 36 staff members.  

From which schools will the students come?  

Daffodil Valley and Maple Lawn elementary schools. Beginning 2018-19, both of those schools will only serve 

students in grades 1-5. 

How are you reducing waivers in the district if over-crowding is a problem? For all new enrollments, the 

district now requires proof of residency, such as a utility bill, escrow papers or residence insurance statement.  

How many additional buses would be in the area? 

The district is exploring options on how to best transport students to the New Early Learning Center.  

When will the New Early Learning Center open? 

It’s anticipated to be ready for students August 2018.  

What will the school hours of the New Early Learning Center be? 

We anticipate it will follow the early start schedule, along with Daffodil Valley and Maple Lawn.  

Who will be the principal? 

Kay Gallo, current principal at Crestwood Elementary, will transition to the New Early Learning Center for 

2018-19 school year. 

Will kindergarten teachers from Daffodil Valley and Maple Lawn elementary schools become teachers at the 

New Early Learning Center? 

Yes, we anticipate they will move to the New Early Center. In fact, the teachers have been involved in the New 

Early Learning design process. 



Will there be a transition process for my child as he/she moves to first grade? Yes, school principals, first 

grade teachers, kindergarten teachers, district staff and parents will develop a process that supports all 

students in all three valley campuses. 

Did the district consider other sites for the New Early Learning Center? 

Yes, the Community Facilities Advisory Committee discussed site placement during the bond planning phase. It 

was determined that the district had adequate space to place the building on the Sumner Middle School 

campus. Future early learning centers will also be sited on existing school campuses, which allows for 

expanded educational opportunities, shared resources, transportation, staff services and optimized safety.  

Will the New Early Learning Center be used after school hours? 

Like all of the district’s facilities, the New Early Learning Center will be available for public use during non-

school hours. However, space and equipment size may limit options for community use.  

Will traffic be studied as part of the permitting for the New Early Learning Center? 

The district is in the process of preparing required permitting applications and documentation of the project in 

conjunction with obtaining a Conditional Use Permit required for the project.  The permitting process will 

include a traffic study conducted by a traffic engineering firm with considerable experience in the field.  

What’s included in the Sumner Middle School track and field upgrade project? 

New features will include artificial turf on the football field with a synthetic track and lighting. The project will 

also reduce the number of grass fields, but will still provide for baseball and fast pitch.   

Will lighting be studied as part of the permitting for the Sumner Middle School track and field upgrade 

project? 

The district is in the process of preparing required permitting applications and documentation of the project in 

conjunction with obtaining a Conditional Use Permit required for the project.  The permitting process will 

include a lighting report conducted by an engineering firm with considerable experience in the field.  

How can I get more information and/or provide input? Find more information about the New Early Learning 

Center and Sumner Middle School Track & Field Upgrades and other construction projects at 

www.sumnersd.org. Community members may also contact us with questions or concerns at (253) 891-6084 

or steve_sjolund@sumnersd.org org. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

January 2017 

http://www.sumnersd.org/
mailto:steve_sjolund@sumnersd.org

